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Tiave ff&Succeffes in W^ niade an Argument 
a^ain?Ppuetfftfe friend t?\V 1 : : 

In Difcourfing upon the Words, I fhaB 
without ^ny inpre formal Diftribution of 
: Ma«t!r intbdiftincl^iead^'Pirft farther -ex* 
•plain thttri^ And then Ralfe foihe ufefuf Obi 
fervatiohs from them, with a ! particular VifeW 
to our owh Circiiniflarices. ' • ' 

5 That Exbreflidn, [Dr&llhg with Mefich {s by 
TdmzEkpontbiYfo^vtiiQ&ttdas not tp;imply 
a prdperNatfie ptfaiiy Pferffrn, or Place, but 
fcnTy a ' Length arid Dtfratibli.of Time ; the 
.words of the Original being capable of that 
fhtei$retafidh.,' And then the whole Verfe 
Will rufl ThuS * Woe is me< that I am along time 
conJtraifPd to dwell with, And have my Hawtamn 
among the* Tents of Kedar. * But becaufe the 
WorfrMefecb is in other Places of Scripture 
mentibA 7 d as a proper Name, • it is moft prob^ 
ble that ifi rs fo*to be underftood Here ; anct 
then it's bctrig joy nM with Kjdar irt the other 
patt of the Verfe makes it look more like the 
Stile of the <9W Te ft anient, and particularly of 
the Vfalms, it being the Idiom of thofe Books 
to mentiori two and fometimes more proper 
Names together, and that very often, when 
one and the fame Perfon is exprefsM by 
Both. Who this Mefech aiid this Kfdar were, 
and what was the Charafter of their Pofterity, 1 
it will he worth our while to enquire; and 
tho' I (hall not draw any explicit Parallel, 
perhaps yoti will filently oWerve by the way^ 
whether Others, as well as David, have not 
B 2 been 
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been •* lofig tdme fptftrgfo'd to bdve -their Hdhi- 
tation among Perfons of the ft*", or, a A& 
DHfeofitioh. 

Gen. to. »• We read of Mefexh, that he was 
c?«k*5- H- tht son of.J^Atf; and of /Qdv, 
That he was the Son of JjfZww/l That the 
Pofterity of this.Jatter inhabited fame part 
of Arshi*) appears from Ijtitb. 

ititvi. * Am * lt ***¥ I* Vgucd both from 
my Text, and from other places 
of Scripture, s£ alfo from the Account given 
of them by the beft Interpreters that the 
Defoendams of them Both were People of 
much the fame Chara&er. Thpfc : of Kfdu 
having the heft znXtltsrtfk Account given of 
them, I thall confider them more particular- 
ly. In the firft place then, they were Vde- 
lieivrt 9 : Men of a f*ty) or of mo Reliru*; 
tho' by their Relation to the People of the 
Jews in their Fore-father Ijbmael, they had 
perhaps an opportunity of being acquainted 
yith the True. Eut then indeed they were 
plain unpdlifh'd Infidels ; and ■did not at the 
fame time pretend to be Wits, or PluUf*- 
fbers. 

Farther, They were not only of a liferent 
Opinion from thofe who profefs'd the true Re- 
ligion ; but They were moreover, as a Leaned 
Expofitor fpeaks concerning them, Vofttlo Dei 
vehementer infenft - 7 extreamlySpightfuland Ma- 
licious againft the People of God ; ut. in other 
Words, Thej hated the Qburch cf God, and 

were 
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were^t perfect Eomity with the true Mem- 
bers of it. Another o& their Qualities was 
Jiarbarous .and inhumane Cruelty^ Notarevoluit 
.(fays an Interpreter upon the placej gentis 
offer tt At em & truculmttam : They were like- 
wife olfo Rapacious and Devouring Nature; ex- 
treamly addi&ed to Plu*4tr t ana Dtfredatiom: 
"Whether? they were apt to Pillage their wm 
Country, does not indeed To certainly appetr. 
. But the molt diftinguifhing Chara&er of 
them is here particularly expreis'd by.the Pfal- 
inift^ which was, That of being Enemies to 
Pwe. Upon which the. Words of another 
Expoiitpr are very remarkable. Quos jMqs 
JMefeco & Kjdar WKiweri* jam exfrimt per Ofih 
res Pacts . i.e.rixarum apwttiffimos^ & a con" 
cwdia alsenos. Thofe whom the Pfalmut had 
before call'd Sons of Mefich and Kjdar y He 
now more clearly describes by Ailing them £- 
nemtesto Peace, 1. e. great Lovers of Quarrel- 
ling and Contention, and Haters, of Unity 
and Concord. If therefore it beask'd when, 
pc how it was that David Hv'd, or fojourn'd 
among any of thefe foreign and barbarous 
Nations j particularly how He could be faid 
to 4o 1*0 at the Time in which he is fuppos'd 
to have Spoken thefe Words, when He was 
Persecuted by Saul, when He was always ei- 
ther in his own Country, or upon the Bor- 
ders of it : I anfwer (not to mention other 
ways of removing this Difficulty, which are 
very inefficient, and were very needlefcly in* 
yeatedj that* is plain, He meant no more, 
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than -that he hVd among People Wliowere of 
■ the fame Temper and Diffofition with the Sons 
of Mefecb and Kjdar. This is a Wiay of fpeak- 
ing very ufual,not only with the Infpir'd Wri- 
ters, but with other Authors; nay evena- 
mofig our fetves; in common Difcourfe* As 
when a Man fays, He has a Turk or a Jew to 
deal with ; tho* the Perfpn he means be one 
of his Neighbours and Acquaintance, and 
one who profeffes the lame Religion with 
-Hirnfelf. . The Emmies to Peafe therefore 
whom the Pfalmift here Complains of might 
b^ and very probably were, his own Country* 
men* I.atn (ure We have rcafcm to think, 
•that fuch a Complaint is not a Thing irratio- 
nal, or abfurd in it's own Natijre. • 

Among thefc Enemies to Peace He tells us, 
He rhad . long had his Habitation. How 
long it is not faid; certainly not ito Years ; 
probabty- not 10 Years;- perhaps not half 
that Tinfte. And yet, <He thought it long ; 
becaufe in thofi Days War was foppos'ef-to be 
an EviL The Aft, or father thfc Trade of 
War, was not then arriv'dto thatBerfcftion 
we now fee it advanced to, in thefe more 
polite Ages of Poverty, and *■ Sconce. Men 
were not in thofe Times fo well acquainted 
with the refin ? d Methods of Husbanding a 
Qua'rrel ; and prolonging the Opportunities 
of deftroying one another. . ' 

To corrie dofer to the Occafion of the pre- 
fent.. Solemnity. • In obedience to the Com- 
stands of Her moft Sacred Majefty (Whom 
i- • God 
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God Almighty long preferve, in Mercy, to 
thefq finfpf Nations) w& are here met #>ge- 
ther to implore' the Divinp Blefling, upon a 
Treaty of P^ace now Negotiating* after a 
War, which for the Kfft\fion botli of Blop4 
and Treafure, I thjnk.we may truly affirm^ 
can fcarce, perhaps not at all, be paralleled in 
any Age, from the beginning of Hiftory to 
this Day; We have 'now a fair Profp?£t of 
Cowing to a Conclufion of Thefg Bloody Dif- 
putes; and the very Prpfpeft one would think, 
Jhould be 'pleating to ° us AU- y infomucb diat 
they who agree in Nothing elfe, ihould ar 
gree in defiring not to be miferable ; in.defi- 
ring to be eas'd from fome ofthofe Preflures, 
under which they now Groan ; Preflures, fuch 
as our Fathers never felt, nor had any Thing 
like a, Notion of ; fuch as Our Pofterity will 
feel, and ftand amaz'd at ; and fuch as we 
our felyes, perhaps (hall not very much longer 
be able to Bear. Every Body therefore one 
would think, fhould.be defirous of a Bldfing, 
whiclj putts t a flop ta t hefe Ca la mit ies. A nd 
yet i? that our Cafe ? Are we all defirqus-of 
this Blefling ? So far otherwife, that there are 
jDOtnfiderafrle Nymbers among us ftho? not; near 
fo considerable, as the Noile and Loucjnels 
pf tbfv 'CHajnours would r^prefent them) who 
.arengtoply difcontentcd with it,but oarage- 
pus k&ipjfcit. Many of jhem dp not/iv/, bnt 
Wdkf jhe jfrefTures I mentioned ; and, jthen*- 
forp'tip ^np. wonder, .Ttiey are not foSScelons 
,{pr^ hayjqg^eqi retaov'd, [ In ttrc'ippft ui»- 
. K ySftai; and moft dreadful Calamities fome 

few 
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few Ferfons always are, and muft be dtms; 
Vts (b in a Fire, in £ Famine, and in a Pfjk 
fawf, as well as irt a War. 

Muft we then be put upon the Task of 
proving that War is undefirable? Thofetery 
Perfons who forte us to it, were sot long 
fince, perpetually- exhorting us to Peace a- 
mong our (elves, and proving (what Nobo- 
dy denyMj that it "was an exceeding good 
Thing. And is not Peace between Nation 
and Nation a very great Bleffing, as well as 
Peace" between People of the . fame Nan- 
oh? Or is the Nature of Things quite changd 
within thefe two Years? No,but tW thefts 
is notalter'd, the Cafe is alter'd ; the mean- 
ing of Their Behaviour is very plain in both 
Inftances, and thofe foft amuftng Declama- 
tions which were made Then, are very con- 
confident with Thofe furious, and feditiotft 
not to (ay alraoft Treasonable ones, whicb art 
made Afar. 

I purpofely omit all Confiderations which 
are of a Political Nature, as hot being '^F 
for this Place ; fuch as the Decay of Can- 
merce, the Impoverifhinjr of the PjWicMo 
the like j and mall only juft mention the Jw- 
ral Evils, which we cannot avoid taking .J 
lice of in Difcouring -upon luch * Snojeo- 
Have we no Chriftiaa Companion for* 
Miferiei of thofe, whbfe Countries *a* * 
-Seat of this waftefii! War? MHWieVbep 
ill Bxpfeffion or Conception ; iWMdiag C* 
(tohi has renderM themf?) fa*niliar,as * 
: .. ; ■■• •» > iul'. ..*— . .. :; *ms jfaftt 
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feme m&furetb lefieri the~Dreadahd Terror 
of them* This is a Coniider ation which ne- 
ver enters in i& the Scheme of thofe who are 
fo fond of rhi War; they do not fomuch aiT 
pretend to think of any Inconvenience, befides 
the Expence of carrying it on ; but as for the 
Ruin of thoufands of Families, depopulating 
whole Countries, ravaging and deltrpying 
them with Fire and Sword; thefe are Cir* 
cumftaiites not worth the leaft of their P*e- 
gard$4 The Truth is/ we have fo long been, 
or pretended to be Warriours and Politicians, 
that we have almoft forgot we ought to be 
Chriftiahs: It is indeed a Difgrace to Ghri- 
ftianity, that there fhould at all be any fach 
Thing as War among it's Profeflbrs ; were it's 
Precepts duly obev'd, there would be; no- 
thing like it • in thefe Parts of the World ; 
For, f rem whence, fays St. James, come 
Wars and Fightings among jfiu,? Come fm * * u 
they not bene*) *ven of jour Lufts ? From thofe 
Lulls which our Holy Religion would Mortify 
and Deftroy ; would Men bet fuffcr it to ex* 
crt it's Influence, and it's Perfect Work upon 
them. Which if they did, there Would be 
an end of all Ambition and Injuftice, and all 
other Caufes of Quarrels, both Publick and 
Private* But that Chriftians fhould not on- 
ly hive Wa is like other Nations, but more 
than other Nations; : more Sharp, Cruel, and 
Bloody Wars, than any other People upon 
the Face of th? Earth, dire&Iy contrary to 
the Genius and Tendency of the Religion 

C they 
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tbry prok&> h a moft deplorable Sfc«j>dal to 
that Religion, tho' «o Argument agaisft it. 
Another Thing wfeidh the Adverfaries ct 
Peace would Cotafider, did the Chriftkn 
Religion come into their Scheme, is the w- 
/** which ought to be fet upon the £>*>« </ 
Men. I would not in the leaft derogate from 
the Merit and Honour of thofe who bravely 
Die, or run the. hazard of Dying in the ne- 
ceflkry Defence of their Country : But fure- 
ly it is altogether inexcufable, to Squander 
*way Men's Lives without an apparent Ne- 
ceflity* knd not to take That Coofideration 
into the Account, when they come to Talk 
of War, and Peace ; as. if it were a Thin£ 
fcarcc worth regarding, or entirely beneath 
their Notice. Befides the Multitude of 
wretched Widows and Orphans, who Mourn 
in the Bitternefs of their Souls, and feel the 
Effe£fc of Battle, and Murder, and fuddain 
Death;- 1 fay, not to mention TJiat (and yet 
fure it is worth mentioning) how many 1 bou- 
(and, perhaps I might fay hundred Tnoufaod 
Men* have in the whcfle Cou«fe of this de- 
vouring war, been pluogM headlong into E- 
ternity,in to their final,: and irreversible St?te.' 
What poor unreguar^d Wretch was there, or 
is there in either Army fo mean aad contemp- 
tible, as not to have ap Immortal Soul to be 
fav'd, or loft? Who that has dy'd in the 
Field, or in a Trench,- was fo inconiiderable, 
but tliat Chrift dy M for him ? And ft»U Souls 
redeemed by the Blood of Jefus, be Jjtviih'd 

away 
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away Without any Thought, or Confideration 
of their Value ? Thofe who are fo profufeef 
them, and make fach a« Trifle of this part of 
the War, regarding only the Money, not 
the Blood that is fpeint, are worfethan thte 
Mad-man mentioned by Solomcn ; 
when in * literal fenfe. They caft * '*"* *& **• 
Fire-brands, Arrows^ £nd Death, and 
jay ; *r* n* not in Sport? 

This being the Cafe ; fbould any PeWbn, or 
Number of Peribns, either among our Ene- 
mies, or our feives, ufe Artifices to prolong to 
Bloody a War, in order 4x> gratify their own 
Avarice, or Ambition, or upon any other pri- 
vate Coafiderawon whatfover ; I want WcJrds 
to exprefs the Guilt of fnch Men. It had be6n 
good not only for the WotfkL but ih all pro- 
bability it had been good for luch Men Them- 
felves> good for them if thy had never been Born. 

EfpeciaHy Jf we coiifider further, that War 
is the great Fofflenter of Vice and Wickednefi. 
Carips were never yet fopposM to be Nurfe- 
f iefc of Religion or Morality ; and without 
•any uareafonable, or uncharitable Reflexion 
upon them, We may fay that tliey have much 
altered theit Nature, if They are fp Now. 
On *he contrary it feems pretty evident, that 
to Them we are in a good meafure indebted 
for that Overflowing of Ungodlinefs, that 
Debauchery, that Profanenefs, nay ; that Infi- 
delity, in -a Word, that general Corruption 
both in Principles and *Pra&ice, which Aow 
looksAWch (fo^FrighScftilctfh Afjtfc£k upon us. I 
i . * C 2 fpeak 
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(peak dot this to Condemn, or evenCe&fw 
all promifquoufly, to whom, underGod,Wt 
owe our fignal Succ«ffes. in Arms ; there be- 
ing moft certainly. Perfons among them of 
eminent Virtue as well as Valour jaodTboft 
who are fo, are of all Men the truly Honou- 
rable alid Praife-worthy. But it may notbc 
in their Power to hinder the Mifchtefc I air 
fpeaking of jconfidering the Pravity of Man- 
kind, thofe MifcWefsi are in War alraoft un- 
avoidable j and the Nature of the Thin? 
almoft neceiTarily leads and tends to them 
To which moil Jikewife be added, CwW* 
oft j of another kind ; which, during this War, 
have ,fq Blended themfelves with our Swh 
that it muft be extreamly difficult to difintao- 

tie them. Corruptions fo numerous, wte 
lack and fo flagrant a Nature,' that uiey 
cannot be caual'd by any Age already pw J 
and will undoubtedly be the Amaaeiflent « 
all Ages to come. . And in taking o0t ^l 
Thefe, I do not go beyond my proper Spoj^' 
For Retting the Puhfck-is iiuely a Sin, w * 
fuch, faHs under the Cognifance of M 
Tho' perhaps it may be look'd upofl » * 
no Crime by Thofe who commit it.; » W T 
it is of a tuhlick Nature, and feems » " 



joyn'd with Politicks, But if (as the wjj 
Man affures us; Whofi • Wg 

tm. «S» a*, tot Father .or bis Mother &*}f 
it is no-. Ir**jgre0ton , tht ). 

he the Companion of n DeStroyer : He cetO>£ 

iy is much root* fq, who RobsJus^* 
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and hit Gauntry, and Jays, or thinks it is no 
Tranjgreffion ; and it is impoflible for Him to be 
the Comf anion of any greater Dejlrojer, than 
Himfelf. 

ButThofe, with Whom I am now arguing, 
will I know, be ready to reply, that all I 
have laid is very foreign to the Point; be-r 
caufe they are as fenfibie of the mifery of 
War, as we can be ; and altogether as defi- 
rous of a Peace now, at this time, provided 
we could obtain a good one. Provided We 
could? We fhall undoubtedly have a good 
one, if We have any at all ; and how come 
they to think We fhall not? How come They 
even to think fo ? And how dare they Jkj fo ? 
Can they imagine,that when our Enemies are 
redue'd fo low as to fue for Peace, the Beft 
of Queens will ever confent to fuch a one as 
fhall be, Uflfafe or Dishonourable, either to 
Her felf, or, Her Subjeds ? Theft Projeftors of 
Schemes, for the Repofe of Europe, would do 
well to mix a little Duty, and good Manners 
with their Politicks ; Refpeft and Loyalty to 
our Sovereign would much better become us, 
than meddling in Matters which are too high 
for us, which we kjaow little or nothing 
of, and which we have nothing at all to do 
with. We might only obferve, were we dif- 
pos'd, or were it proper for us to canvafs this 
Argument (as indeed we have juft as much to 
do ink as They have) how wifely thefe Con- 
trivers of ourS have provided for us. They 
will seeds gain a Point .which (as others fay; 
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is only attended with thefe three ftnall In- 
conveniericies. i. That it is not the End 
which was aim'd af and proposed, when we 
enter'd into this War. s. That it is impof- 
fible to be obtained : and f. That if it were 
ftbtain'd, it would do lis more hurt than 
good. And moreover, to make it, if poffible, 
yet more abfurd ; in endeavouring to gain this 
Point, They go upon thefe two Suppofitions. 
i. That in the continuance of the War, we 
are infallibly fureof Suscefs j God Almighty^ 
leave not being astfd* and He not being at 
all confuted in the Matter, ft. Thac their 
twenty precarious Suppofitions about wht 
may hsppe*, (when there are very great oddsoo 
the other fide) As that two or three Princes 
may happen to Die, others to be Born, and 
others not to be Born, and fuch or fiich Co- 
alitions may happen to be made, and the 
like r ought to weigh againft the terrdi* Mife* 
ries of War ; which now is it fclf one of the 
greateft- Calamities that ran poffibty beftfi us; 
and that too, whGn trfth thofe Miferies we 
jfhould probably be more fobjeft to thofe o- 
ther Evils they endeavour to avoid than We 
fhould be mthoat thefflk- Thefe Things I fay 
might be UrgM : But Met afide all Arguiog of 
this Nature; becaufe^al?! faid, it is riot proper 
in thisPlace, nof indeed for pritfate/ittd inferi- 
our Subjects in any Oha<e. All therefore that is 
reouir'd of us, or 1 lnd^cKfit for us in this Parti- 
cular, is earrieflfyj to iftipiore die Staffing of 
Almighty God wpon^lle Treaty o£ £fe»* now 
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2>Jegotiatiftg, and upon th^EnieAVQWofthofr 

rvho on al] {prts, are etqplofd in that Qrpat 

Work ; or Succefs to our Arms, .if we fravea- 

any further Occafion for them, as we truft in 

God we £hall not ;. Refting afftirM, that if 

^vehave a Peace, it will therefore be a G*od 

cne y becaufe we have it ; and for That entire-* 

ly depending upon the Wifdom and Goodn^fs 

of our moft excellent Queen, affifted fey fuch 

Wife and Faithful Counfeliors, Upon this 

Confideration nobody can be averfe to Peace* 

unlets it be by reafon cither of .G*in r or oi 

Guilt, or of Ignorance and M'freprtfentation* 

1-et us therefore put up our earnejft ^nd de* 

vout Petitions to the Throne of Grace for 

this moft defirable Blefling j 'rill it (ball Jiava 

pleasM Almighty God to rebuke th* Company 

of the Spear-men; until, or although, they 

humbly bring pieces of Silver, in a different; 

Senfe perhaps from that of the 

Pfalmrft ; and •till he fliall have iyi/.6l ^ t 

featured tha People thti delight in. War. 
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BOOJCS l*t'b Priced **d Soli fy Henry 
Clements *t the Half-Moon im St. Paul's 
Cbunh-jard. 

A Sermon Preach'd before their Excellencies the Lords Jufr 
ees of UeUxd, on Taefdq the 29th of Msr f 4711. 
A Sermon Preach'd at the Affixes held at txford, OUrd & 
4th, 1708. * 

A Sermoa Prcach'd before the Corporation of the City cf fe- 
/ari> on fMiy Afar** the 8th, %iq6. aD three bY&fobTriftt 
M. A. Publifh'd at theRequeft of thofe that heard diem. 

The Natpre, Guilt, and Danger of Prrfiimtious Sja$> A So- 
moo Preached before the Univerfity of Oxford September tenk 
1707. ; 

A Sermon Preach'd at the Oxford Affixes OUrcb the 9th, 170* 
A Sermon Preach'd at Uiciflcr Affixes $*/; the ?sth» l 7° 6 - , 
A Sermoa Preach'd before the Upiferfity of ftjbi tfci°« 
Cf$une y 1702, * 

A Sermon Preach'd atXtafr Affixes '-4$4t the 15** *7*v, 
The Perils of falfe Brethren both in Church and tote, ft 
forth in a Sermon PreachVl at St. Puiti November the sAfirtf 
AH fix By tienry S*cbevcr*B D. D. together with bis Spet&& 
Colleaions, PubUlh'd at the tim* of his TryaL , . 

The Neceffity of Religious Refolution. A SernKP W"'* 
die Affixes at Oxford faJ/the 19th,. 1705. . 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Univerfity faxuMrjVWr* 
A Sermon Preach'd before the City ^Oxford Novemberp^ 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Univerfity of fl^fJJJ!^ 
nth, 1709. All four by WiUm 7i*> D. D. FeDof * CCA# 
and Reftor of WigbAam near Oxford. ^n*,i 

The Mifchiebof Hypocrify. A Sermon Preached at fl**9*: 
Affixes?^ the 15th, 1708. By Job* wiUt M-A. tO** 
Wgdbdm College. lfef 

fcbojbapbdts Charge, A Sermon Preach'd at ay** * p ^ 
Jjigrthe 12th, 1711. * *^A*U- 

A Defence of Epifcopacy. A Sermon Preach'd W^JJiw 
nirafity of Oxford on Trinity Sunday 1708. Theft tmm lw 
m*s Bijfe B. D. Fellow of C C C. Oxw. ^ 

A Sermon Preach d before the Uniwfity M*j tie 29* ^ 
By &obn Mather M. A. Fellow of C C C. - M 

A Tbankfgiving Sermon Preach'd before AeUniTawfS, 
the 19th, 1708. By jaV^or Agfcurll* A» and E***^ 
am College 0xmt. 
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